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their Brethren in England. 


He many and greatobligations which lie upon us in re- 
ference to our Brethren in Enz/and, who hold faſt their 
integrity, and adhere to the Solemn League and Cove- 
nant, together with che deſire which we have torteſtifie our 
Symparhie withthem in. their afflictions , and to preſerve ſo 
” faras in uslieth that fellowſhip-and correſpondence that hath 
beenentertained betwixt the Church of Sco:lanud and England 
theſe years paſt, do call upon us and conſtrain us not to be fi- 
lent in this day of their trouble and diſtreſs. 


Albeitthe Lord (who hath his fire in Zo», and his furnace 


in Feruſa/em) hath now for a long time paſt, afflicted theſe 
Kingdoms with many and ſharp rods,and that his wrath ſcems 
not "ue to beturned away, but his hand ſtretched ourſtill; yer 
inall this, it becomes us [who live in theſe Lands to ſtop our 
mourhes, neither can any impure iniquity tothe moſt High. 
- - Iris rather a wonder, that any mercy ſhould be continued, 

andthat England and Scotlandare not cut off from being Narti- 
ons, feeing the back- ſlidings and provocations of both has 
© been ſo many and ſo groſs, Alchough the Solemn League and 
- Covenant was {worne and ſubſcribed by both, yer have ma- 


'*.  nyinbothdeſpiſed the Outh of G:O-D; as appears by the 


ent againſt the Kingdom of England, 
oaby x prevaillag parry of Myigators 
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land, in reference to Religion and Government. 


I 
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carriage of the Lords People-inthis Land in reference #6 the 
j late unlawfull Engagement: As we deſire to magnifie the 
' power and loving kindnefle of the Lord, who cnabled all the 
hk Judicatures of this Church , and a conſiderable, part of the 
Parliament, andthe body of the Land, to diffent from, and 
bear Teſtimony againſt the ſame, which made 'the Houſe 


of Commons in their Letter direted ro the laſk Gene-_ 


q ral Aſſembly or their Commitſhoners , to declare , that thar 
| Engagement could not be looked on as a National breach;- 
So we look upon it as a wonder of his Wiſdom and Mercy, 


: | that he hath diſpoſed and direQed the ſame for the fartherance 
| of his Work in our hand , and purging his Houſe amongſt us. 
' | Allthis cometh forth from the Lord of Haſts, who is wonder- 
*| full in Counſell, and Excellent in Working. Neither was 1t 
? the leaſt part of the Lords goodneſle co us, inthar day of our 
ſtrait that we were led in a plain-path, and kept from comply- 
ance with SeQaries on the one hand, no {eſs then with--Ma- 
lignants on the other. We have obtained this mercy to be ſted= 


| faſt to our old principles, in bearing free and faichfull Teſti-- 
h mony againſt their proceedings, both in reference to Tolerati>. 
| on and Government, andthe taking away of the Kings life... 
And as the danger and judgement which threatens the Au- 
thors and Abettors of thele things, doth affe& our Spirits 
with horrour, and maketh us-deſire that it may'be given to 


4 void of Chriſtian affeRtion and compalsion-toward thoſe in. 
_ #Fngland, who ſufferforthe truth and Cauſe of God, it we 
4 


| were not very ſenfible of all their preſent troubles and calami=. + .. J 


| | 6 ties. It is no {mall grief ro us, thar the Goſpel and Govern- 
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in this Land , and by the proceedings of the SeQaties in Ens- 
| We fhallnot infiſt upon what hath'been the condition and 


| them of God to repent: 50 we ſhould conceive our ſelves. 


 mentof Feſus Chriſt are ſo deſpilcd inthar Land, that tanhfulb © + 
Preachers ate perſecuted and cryed down;, that Toleration iS. + = 
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| effyblitied by pretext of CY nd maintained. b M lira 
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_ power, and that the Covenant is aboliſhed and buried in ets 
vion All "which proceedings , cannot bur be looked upon 
_  &&gifettly contrary to the Oath- of God lying upon us, and 
rhetefore cannot eſchew his Wrath when he ſhall come in 
Judgement, "ro be a ſwift witneſſe 4zainft thoſe that ſwear falſly 
| Thele things are the more grievous to us, -becauſe (beſide 
many othet wofull evils brought forth by them) they have in» 
rerripted the building of the Lords Houſe in Enzland, the 
foundation whereof was laid by Oath and Covenant withthe 
moſt High God, and followed for {ome years with many De- 
clarations' and Proteſtarions of Faithfull adhering therero,and 
with preatexpenlſe of blood and Treaſure: Which things were 
eo all the godlyin theſe Nations a branch ot hope, that the . 
- Lord 'would Sens Perf the Work of Uniformity (ſo 
_ faradvaricedin allthe parts thereof) intheſe three Kingdoms. 
_*"Butthe great 0bſtrucions and ſad interruptions that have 
| been made therein, by the ſtrange and unexpeRed practiſes of 
many now in place and power in Exgland, are to all the wel- 
«feed in both Kingdoms, and in all the Churches abroad, 
the matter of their ſorrow and humiliation. And it there be 
ny place left foradmonition, we Warn ſuchas have forgorren 
the Covenant, and deſpiſed the Oath of God,nd turned afide 
co lies and errour,to confider whence they are fallen, and to re- 
pene. Proſpericy and ſucceſs for a time are no warrantable 
__ evidences of a.goqod Cauſe, nor ſufficient guards againſt the | 
wrath of God; tis rio890d uſe of the Lords mercy for ſuch 
men under pretext of Liberty to tnake both themlelyes and 
- others flaves to corruption,8: to make all men both in Church 
_ und Stxtelikethe fiſhes of rhe Sea, or the creeping things that 
-. havenoRulter oyer them. Are theſe things according tothe 
© Word of God, and the partern of the beſt Reformed Chur- - 
37 Ori thatthe endeayour to bring therhree Kingdoms 
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ro the Hoy uniformity that ing be in in DoBirhie; pray, 
Government , and-Diſcipline;. Or-is thas the maintain 
the union berwixt the three Kingdomes, when' the pra be 
bond thereof is utterly diſſolved and quite raken away, andthe 
fundamenrall Government by King and Parliament wholly 
FO - overturned ? The juſt God whois of pure. eyes beholds theſe 
k chings , and ſhall withno lefſe fury and indignation break the. 
horn of theſe men then he hath broken the power,and brought 
+ down the pride of Malignants before them , if-repentance pre- 
vent-not. 

Amidſt thoſe fears and griefes, it is nnto us matter of rejoy- 
cing , that there be many in Eng/and who mourn for all theſe 
abominations , and labour to keep their garments pure by re- 

fuſing to comply with char courſe of backſliding , and by bea- 
ring teſtimony againſt the ſams. And we hope the expe@ati- 
[ . on of ſuch, ſhall nor be diſappointed, bur thatthe Lord wilt 
{ open to them a doore of hope for carrying on of his work, and 

} making the lying ſpirit to paſſe out of rhat land. | 
And albeit many think no otherwiſe of the Covenant and 
. workof Reformation, then as a mean to fwmther theirown 
0 ends; yet we are confident, that none who holds faſt their in-- 
EE. tegrity, have ſo learned Chriſt, but are carefull ro make cons . 
F ſcience of the oath of God lying on theta z And weerefare 
' Ltwharever bethe baſe thoughts and expreſſions of back- ſliders 
from the Covenant)-it wants not many to-owne-it incheſe -_ 3 
Kingdomes, who (being called thereto) would ſcale rhe lame 4 

wie their blood. 

Although there were none infthe one Kingdome who did” 
adheretothe Covenant, yet thereby were nor the other Kin = 
dome nor any perſon in either of them abſolyed, from x | 
bond thereof, fince in it we have not only ſworneby the Lord, 


ſe . AFL. 
_ m 


bur alſo covenanted with hinz; Ic is not'the failing of one or. 
more that can abſolye othersfrom their" y of xye to him; - I 
Belides,the duties therein —_ ; belong intticinſclves laws _ 
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* full.andthegronnds of ourtye hereunto moral,though others 
| doe forgettheir duty, yet doth not their defeRtion free us from 
- that obligation which lyes upon us by the. Covenant in our 
places and ſtations. And the Covenant being intended and en- 
rred into by theſeKingdoms, as one of the beſt means of tted- 
faſtneſſe, for guarding againſt declining times, It were ſtrange 
t9 ſay that the back ſliding of any ſhould abſolve others from 
the tycthereof , eſpecially ſeeing our engagement therein is. 
_ nor only nationall, bur alſo perſonal}, cve: y one with uplifted 
hands (wearing by himſelfe , as it is evident by the tennor of 
| the Covenant. CIS 
| From thele and other important reaſons, it may appear that 
| © allrheſe nt py joyning together to aboliſh that oath by 
law, yet could they nor diſpenſe therewith; Much lefle can any 
one of them, or any put in eicher ofthem. doe the ſame. The 
difpenſing with oathes hath hitherto been abhorred as Anti- 
chriſtian, and never practiſed and avowed by any , but by thar 
man of ſin; therefore thoſe who take the ſame upon them, as 
they joyn with him in his fin , ſo muſt they expe to partake. 
of his plagues. FP 
As we hallever (God willingybe mindfull of our duty to 
the faichiull that adhere ro the Covenant in Ezglard, having 
_ themalwayes in our heatts before the Lord, ſo we deſireto 
be refreſhed with their fingleneſle and boldneſle in the caule of 
God, according to theirplaces. This is the time of their triall, 
andthe houre of tentation among them ; bleſſed ſhall rhey be 
who ſhall be found following the Lamb, and ſhall not be aſha- 
- medothisceſtimony. We know in ſuch datk houres , many 
> agredrawne away with the multitude , when the Lord will a- 
=> gain purge and make white z And we doubt not but many ſuch 
=  arein Ezzlana, whom the bold and clear preaching ot Chriſt 
.. may reclatm, Much therefore lieth upon the Wath-men art this 
F time; that their Trumpet may give a certain and diſtin& ſound, 
+  * warning and exhorting every one, as thoſe that muſt give ac- - 
—_ ES | | | count, 
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_ derfull; and fo alſo are his works; "we ought not therefore ro-- 


yer reaſonto decline. Ig is good for us tobe ſtedfaſt in our du- 


God. The word of promiſe is ſure, (and hath an appointed. > 
time) that he that will come ſhall come and will not tarry, © ® 
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courir; And bleſſed {hall thoſe ſervants be, who ſhall be found = 
faithfulf in cheirLords houſe,diſtributing to his houſhoſd whas = 


o . 


_ 2 


is meer for this ſeaſon, and can fay they are free of the blood. . 
ofall men, having ſhewen them the whole Counſel] of God, 
being in nothing terrified of the threats of their adverſariess- 
And blefled and happy ſhall that people be, 'that walk'in the 
light holden forth by them, and ſtaye. upon the Lord in this. - 
dark time, harkning tothe voyce of his ſervants, and walking . ” 
inthe light of his' word, and not in the ſparks ottheir owne © 
kindlings,, which will end in ſorrow.” How inexcuſable- will 
England be, having ſo foulie revolted againſt ſo many faire te- 
ſtimonies, which the Lord Chriſt hath entred as Proteſtations 
ro preſerve his right, in theſe ends of the earth long fince given. | 
unto him for his polſeſhon , and of late confirmed by Solemne.; |, * 
Covenant. Chriſts right co theſe Kingdoines is ſurerthen that: - - - 
he ſhould be pleaded our of it by pretended liberty of Conſci- 
ence, and his begun poſſeſhon 15s more pretious to him , thento ' + ** 
be ſatisfied with a diſhonourabie roleration- All that yet we . - ©. 
have ſeen, doth not weaken our confidence of the Lords glori- * 7 
fying the houſe of his glory in theſe lands}, and of his ſonnes 
taking unto him his great power, and raigning in the beauty 
and power of his Ordinances in this Iſland. His name is won- 
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{quarethem according to our line, but leave them to him who. 
hath the government laid upon his ſhoulder , all whoſe wayes 
are judgement, and whoſe ruling theſe Kingdomes had never 


tY, and therein quietly co wait and hope for the ſalvation. Mu "I = 
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There is none hath cauſeto diſtruſt the Lords word to his peo- 
le; It hath often to out experience been tryed in the fire, and 
har h ever come forth with a more glorious luſtre, Let nox 


therefore theſe that (uffer inE»g/and calt awaytheir confidence, + 
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" haddone theLords wil. But let them ſtrengrhen theweakhands, 
= and confirm/the fecble knees, and ſay to the fearfull in heart, 
© be ſtrong, fearnot, behold your God will come with: venges, 
'.. ance, even God with arecompence,, he will come and ſave 
ou. Nowthe uſt ſhal live by faith,whereas theſe that drawerh 
; pack ; orbecome lukewarm in the Lords work, his ſoul ſhall 
abhorrethem, and he ſhall ſpue them our of his mouth. Bur we 
perſwade our ſelves of betterthings of theſe -our brethren in 
Enzland,and prayeth thit.theGod otPeace who broughtagain 
from the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great Shepheard of the 
ſheep, through the blood of the everlaſting Covenant , may 
make them perfe& in every good work to doe his wil, working | 
in them that which is well-pleaſing in his ſight through Jeſus 
Chriſt, ro whom be Glory forever, Au z x. 
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